A friend of mine once attended a developmental biology conference where he had the great fortune to sit near Scott Gilbert. The details of the talks he heard have long since fled his mind, but his interactions with Professor Gilbert, both the insights and amusements, remain indelibly etched in his memory. I imagine that reading the 9th edition of *Developmental Biology* is not unlike sitting next to Gilbert. Sprinkled throughout the precise and clear text are footnotes providing additional clarifications, witticisms, and interesting (if sometimes unnecessary) factoids.

*Developmental Biology* is an ideal textbook for graduate level developmental biologists. The text is question-driven, prompting students to actually think about what they're reading. The chapters are well-written, progressing from general to more specific descriptions of development. Even more helpful, the book is littered with specific examples to help translate theoretical concepts into concrete images.

In addition to the excellent prose, a great strength of *Developmental Biology* is its figures. Almost every figure combines cartoon representations with actual photographs (including electron micrographs and bright-field and fluorescent images). This presentation style greatly improves the book's comprehensibility. For instance, such figures enable students to locate tissues of interest in the context of a whole embryo. The multiple image types also provide clarity of function coupled with real-life depictions of form.

*Developmental Biology* is less appropriate, however, for an introductory undergraduate class. Far too many details are given, and every discrepancy is pointed out. Frighteningly complex diagrams that would make the staunchest undergraduate blanch accompany the text. Further, some terms new to students (such as fluorescein-conjugated dextran) are left unexplained. No description is given of plant development. Thus, although the 9th edition of *Developmental Biology* makes an ideal resource for scientists, it should not be mistaken for an introductory primer.

The 9th edition also boasts several additional study tools. A glossary is included in the back, and terms are presented in bold font in the main text. Further, a summary of the material presented, called a "Snapshot," appears at the end of every chapter. Yet while these Snapshots are too verbose to make a good outline for study purposes, they also lack the detail and definitions needed to provide a shortcut for students opposed to reading the entire chapter. An additional feature is the frequent inclusion of "Sidelights & Speculations" insets that discuss current research and novel experimental methods. But again, the motivation behind this element is more laudable than the end result. Many of these summaries read more like academic reviews than an undergraduate textbook, often making the content dry and overly technical.
